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After 1752 she resigned herself to the thought
of death, and accepted the signs with courage; but
she knew how to maintain her prestige and
authority, strengthening them in two ways.

The first consisted in demanding new honours
that brought her respect and esteem, blotting out
the memory of her origin and making her the
equal of the highest families in the kingdom. Thus
on 17th October 1752 she obtained the title of
duchess with the prerogatives, ranks, precedence
and advantages attached thereto; she enjoyed the
right of sitting in the king's presence, and hence-
forth none must fail to show her respect.

The second method consisted in legalizing her
presence with the king, in receiving the Church's
approval of it, and doing away with any idea of
scandal by replacing the mistress by the friend.
A difficult task in which she failed in the end.
For Louis XV, being inconstant and sensual, was
always the object of the intrigues and calculations
of everyone who wanted to set another favorite
in Mme de Pompadour's place.

He did not fall a victim to the Comtesse de
Choiseul's piquant charm; but the episode could
have had unexpected results if the future Due de
Choiseul-Stainville had not removed his kinswoman
at the marquise's wish.

Except for a few courtiers no-one wanted to see
the nominal mistress cast off in favour of some
unknown woman. De Croy adopts the general
opinion when he notes: "The marquise was good
and clever, and the king's infidelity had been